Hancﬂl:)rints:
A Mgtlﬁ about the Moon originating from India

from the book Moontellers* !:)9 Lgnn Moroncg

Astangi Mata was the mother of all that lived and grew on the Eartlﬁ) but the
skg was emptg. She loved her c]*nilclren) the twins Chanda and Suraj) and

decided to give them everlasting life as rulers of the heavens.

Astang) Mata told Suraj) “You shall
be the Raja of the Skg — ever-hot,
nurturer of growing t]’ningsj” and
Suraj twirled up into the skg. Then
she turned to C]’iancla) saging, “You
shall be the Moon - cool, ever-
c]*nanging, new, and beautiful.” And
Chanda started Iﬁerjourneg
skgwarcl. Too Iate) Astangi Mata

reaclﬁecl outto embrace ]‘ICI"

claug]*iter one last time, and she
could but caress Chanda’s cheek. e -

The beautiful Moon bears her mother’s ]"iancLPrints even to this time.
The People of India pay close attention to the Moon, for it is the moon

calendar that determines the dates of their many festivals and celebrations.

*Moontellers: Mytfzs of the Moon from Around the World
Bg Lgnn Moroney lustrated 139 Greg Shed Northland Publishers 1995)
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